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petty officer, first-clnss gunner,

GUNNER DEPEW SHOWS THE POILUS HOW AN AMERICAN
NAVAL GUNNER CAN SHOOT.

synopalc.-—ulbut N. Depew, author of the story, tells of his service
in the United States mavy, during which he attained the rank of chief
The wotld war starts soon after he
receives his honorable discharge from the pavy, and he leaves for
France with a determination to enlist.

CHAPTER 11l
-+
In the Foreign Legion.

This time I was determined to en-
Hst. So, when we landed at St. Na-
zalre, I drew my pay from the Vir
ginlan and, after spending a week
with my grandmother, I went out and
asked the first gendarme T met where
the enlistment station was. I had to
argue with him some time before he
would even direct me to it. Of course
1 had no passport and this made him
suspicious of me, .

The officer in charge of the station
was no warmer in his welcome thon
the gendarme, and this surprised me,
because Murray and Brown had no
trouble at all In folning. The French,
of course, often speak of the Forelgn
Legion as “the conviets,” because so
many legionaries are wanted by the
police of their respective countries,
but a criminal record never had been
a bar to service with the legion, and I
did not see why It should be now—Iif
they suspected me of having one. I
had heard there were not a few Ger-
mans in the legion—Iater on I became
acquainted with some—and believe
me, no Alsatian ever founght harder
agalnst the Huns than these former
Deutsehlanders did, It ocecurred to
me then that if they thought I was
a German, because I had no passport,
I might have to prove I had been In
trouble with the kaiser's erew before
they would accept me. I do not kne
what the real tronble was, but Ldolved
thne problem by showing th my dis-
charge papers from the ¢ American
navy. Even then, they weretsusplcious
becnuse they thought I was{too young
to have bheen a C. P, 0. ‘When they
challenged me on this poin, I said I
would prove It to them by jtaking sn
examination.

They examined very ) carefully,
In Engllsh, althoogh' T kh enough
¥rench to get by on a subject like
gunnery., But foreign officers are very
proud of their knowledge of English—
and most of them can spenk f—and I
think this one wanted to show off, as
you might say. Anyway, I passed my
examination without auny trouble,
was accepted for service in the For-
eign Legion and received my commig
slon as gunner, dated Friday, January
1, 1915,

There I8 no use in my describing the
Forelgn Legion. 1t Is one of the most
famous fighting organizations in the
world, and has made n wonderful rec-
ord during the war. When I jolned La
TLegion, it numbered about 60,000 men,
Today it has less than 8,000. They
say that since August, 1014, the legion
has been wiped out three times, and
that there are only a few men still in
service who belonged to the original
leglon. 1 believe it to be true. In
January of this year the French gov-
ernment declded to let the leglon dle.
I was sorry to hear It. The legion-
nuires were a fine body of men, and
wonderful fighters, Buot the whale
civilized world Is now fighting the
Huns, and Americans do not have to
enlist with the French or the Limeys
any longer,

But one thing about the legion, that
1 find many people do not know, is that
the leglonnalres gre used for elther
land or sed service, They are sent wher-
ever they can be used. 1 do not know
whether this was the case before the
present war—1 think not—but In my
time, many of the men were put on
ships. Most people, however, have the
fden that they are only used in the in-
fantry.

With my commission as gunner, I
recelved orders to go to Brest and joln
the dreadnanght Cassard. This as-
signment tickled me; for my pal Mur-
Fay was aboard, and 1 had expected
trouble in transferring to his ship in
cnse I 'was sssigned clsewhere, We
had framed it up to stick together as
long as we conld. We did, too.

Murray was as giad as I was when
1 eame aboard, and he told me he had
heard Brown, our other pal, had been
made a sergeant in another regiment
of the legion,

We were hoth surprised at some of
the differences between the French
navy and ours, but after we got used
to it, we thonght many of their cus-
toms lmprovements over ours. But we
could not get used to it, at first. For
fnstance, on an American ship, when
yon are pounding your ear in a nlce
warm hammock and it Is time to re-
fieve the watch on deck, like as not
yov will be awalened gently by a burly
garby armed with a fairy wond about
the slze of a bed sint, wherens In
French ships, when they eall the
wateh, you would think you were In a
swell hotel und had left word st the

~desk, It was hard to turn ont at first,

withont the nld of a club, and harder
still to brenk ourselves of the habit
of ealling omr relief in the gay and |

festive American manner, but, as I
say, we got to llke it after n while,

Then, too, they do not do any bazing
in the French navy, and this surprised
us. We had expected to go through
the mill just as we did when we joined
the American service, but nobody slung
a hand at us. On the contrary, every
garby aboard was kind and decent and
extremely courteous, and the fact that
we were from the States counted a lot
with them. They used to brag 'about
it to the crews of other ships that were:
nof 8o honored.

But this kindness we might have ex-
pected. It 1s just like Frenchmen iIn
aoy walk of Hfe. With bardly an éx-
ception, I have never met one of this
nationalily who was not anxious to
help you in every way he could; ex-
tremely generous, though not reckless
with small change, and almost alwnys
cheery and there with a smile in any
weather, A fellow asked me once why
it was that almost the whole world
loves the Freach, and I told him it was
because the French love almost the
whole world, and show it. And I fh!nk
that is the reason, too.

About the only way you ey describe
the Pollus, on land or spa, is that they
are gentle, That i8, ¥ou always think
that word, when 'you see one and talk
to h!m,-—unlosq you happen to see him
wi bayonet distance of Fritz

e French sailors sleep belween
ecks in bunks, instead of hammocks,
and as I had not slept In & bunk since
my Sputherndown days, It was pretiy
hard on me. 8o I got hold of some
heaving line, which is one-quarterinch
rope, and rigged up a hammock. In
my spare time I taught the others how
to make them, and pretty soon every-
body wns doing it.

When I tanght the sailors to make
hammocks, I figured, of course, that
they would use them as we dld—that
is, sleep In them. They were greatly
pleased at first, but after they had
tried the stunt of getting in and stay-
iog in, It was another story. A ham-
mock Is lilke some other things—It
works while you sleep—and if you are
not on to It, you spend most of your
sleeping time hitting the floor. Our
gun captain thought I had put over a
trick hammock om him, but I did not
need to; every hammock s s trick
hammock.

Also, I taught them the way we
make mats out of rope, to use while
gleeping on the steel gratings near the
entrance to stoke holes, In cold weath-
er this part of the ship Is more com-
fortable than the ordinary esleeping
quarters, but without a mat it gets too
hot.

American soldiers and sailors get
the best food in the world, but while
the French navy chow was not fancy,
it was clean and hearty, as they say

“With a Fourteen-inch Gun | Scored
Three D's”

down East. For breakfast we had
tiread and coffee and sardines ; at noon
n bolled dinner, mostly beans, which
were old friends of mine, and of the
well-nnmed pavy wvarlety; at foor In
the afterncon, & pint of vine, and at
#ix, a supper of soup, coffee, bread and
beans,

Although the French “sevenly-five”
is the best gun In the world, thelr na-
val guns are not as good as ours, and
their gunners are mostly oliler men.
But they will give a youngster a gun
rating if he shows the stuff,

Shortly after T went uhourd the Cas
sard, we recelved instructions to pro-
ceed to Spezia, Ttaly, the large Ttalian
naval base. The voynge sas without

‘about gunnery.

Ineident, but when we dropped anchor |

of such stuff at Spesia, Iqu before
the tﬂurbaendayswem up we were
out of these things, and ztn Jive on
anything we eould get hold of—mostly
hardtack, coffee and cocon.

We loaded a eargo of alrplanes for
the Italinn aviators at the Freach fly-
Ing schools, and started back to Brest.
On the way back we had target prac-
tice. In fact, at most times on the
open sea, it was a regular part of the
routine,

It was during one of these practices
that the French officers wanted to

find out what the Yankee gunner knew
At a range of eight
miles, while the ship was making elght
knots an houwr, with a fourtéen-inch
gun I scored three d's—that I8, three
direct hits out of five trinls. After
that there was no question about it. As
@ result, T was awarded three bars.
These bars, which are stripa of red
hraid, are worn on the left sleeve, and
signify extra marksmanship. I also
recelved two hundred and fifty francs,
or about fifty dollars In American
mones'.m fourteen days' shore leave,

AN this made me very angry, oh,

‘very much wrought up indesd—not!

I saw a merry life for myself on the
French rolling wave if they felt that
way about gunnery.

1 spent most of my leave with my
grandmother In St. Nagalre, exeept for
a short trip I made to a star-shell fac-
tory. This factory was just about like
one I saw later somewhere In Amer-
fea, only in the French works, all the
hiands were women. Only the gunrds
were men, and they were “blesses”
(wounded). !

When my leave was up and I said

good-by to my grandmether, she man-
nged a smile for me, though I could
see that It was pretty stiff work. And
without getting soft, or anything ke
thatj I can téll you that smile stayed
with me and it did m 10TE,
you/would belleve, t gaye me |
something good to think about when I
waus up against the real thiug.

I hope a lot of you people who read
this book are women, because I have
had it in mind for some time to tell all
the women X could a little thing they
can do that will help a lot. I am not
trying to be fancy about it, and I hope
you will take it from me the way I
menn It

When you say good-by to your son
or your husband or your sweetheart,
work up a smile for him. What you
wiant to do Ir to glve him something he
can think about over there, and some-
thing he will like to think about. There
is g0 much dirt, and blood, and hunge,
and cold, and all that around you, that
you have just got to quit thinking
about it, or you will go crazy. And so,
when yon ean think about something
nice, you ean pretty nearly forget all
the rest for a while. The nlcest things
you can think about are the things you
liked back home,

Now, you can take it from me that
what your boy will like to remember
the best of all Is your face with a
smile on it. He has got enough hell on
his hands withont a lot of weeps to re-
member, 1f you will excuse the Word.
Jut don't forget that the chances are
nn his side that he gets back to you;
the figures prove it. That will help
you some. At that, it will be hard
work: you will feel more like arying,
and so will he, maybe. But smue for
him. That smile is your bit.

I will back a smile against the weeps
In a race to Berlin any time. So'l am
telling you, and I eannot make it strong
enough—send him away with a smile.

CHAPTER 1IV.
©On the Firing Line,

When I reported on the Ogssard
after my fourteen days' leave, T was
detalled with a detnehment of the
leglon to go to the Fignders front. I
changed into the regular uniform of
the legion, which Is about like that of
the Infantry, with the regimental
badge—a seven-flamed grennde,

We traveled from Brest by rail, in
third-class ears, passing thiongh La
Havre and 8t. Pol, and finally arriving
at Bergues. From Bergoes we made
the trip to Dixmude by truck—a dis-
tance of about twenty miles, Wa car-
ried no rations with us, but at cortaln
places along the line the train stopped,

and we got out to eat our meals, At |
every ralifoad station they have booths |

or counters, and French girls work doy
and night feeding the Pollus, Tt was n
wonderful sight ty gee these girls, and
it made you feel good to think you
were golng to fight for them. |

It was not only what they dldy but
the way they did It, and it 15 at ]
like thiz that the French beat) tlw.
world, They could tell just what

of treatment ench Polln neoded,

they saw to 16 that he got It

took epeclal pain® with the men of the
legion, becuuge, as they say, we are
“strungers,” and that mupos, ‘e beot I

be & mother and a sweetheart

in & way that made him feel lke a it
tle boy at the time and a rich church
member afterwards, The only thing
we did not like nbout this trip was

that there were not enongh stations

along that line. There ir a tip that
the French englneers will not tuke, 1

am afraid.

There {8 another thing about the
French women that I have noticed, nnd
that is this; There are pretty girls In
every country under the sun, but the
plain girls in Frapce are prettier than
the plain ones in other countries. They
might not show it in phetographs, but
in action there I8 something about
them that you cannot explain. I have
never seen an ugly French girl who
was not easy to look at.

We finally got to Dixmude, after
having spent about eighteen hours on
the way. On our arrival one compiny
was sent to the reserve trenches and
my company went to the front line
trench.  We were not placed in train.
ing camps, because most of us had
been under fire before. I never had,
but that was not supposed to make
any difference. They say If you can
stand the leglon you can stand any-
thing.

Before we entered the communlea-
tion trench, we were drawn up along-
slde of a crossroad for a rest, and to
receive certain accoutrements. Pretty
soon we saw £ bunch of Boches com-

“] Got Wan From Each of Thim Fel
las.”

ing along the road, without their guns,
a few of them being slightly wounded,
Some of them looked scared and oth-

i0 | ers happy, but they all seemed tired. |

Then we heard some singing, and pret-
ty soon we could see an Irigh corporal
stepping along behind the Huns, with
his rifle slung over his back, and
every once in a while he would shuf-
fle a bit and then sing some more, He
had a grin on him that pushed hie
ears back,

The British noncom who was de
talled as our gulde sang out: “What
kind of time are you having, Pat?"

The Irishman saluted with one
hand, dng. the other into his pocket
and pulled out enough watches to
make you think you were In a pawn
shop. “Oh, a foin toim I'm havin'"
he says. “I got wan from each of thim
fellas.” We counted fourteen prisons
ers in the bunch. Pat sure thought he
was rolling in wealth,

After we were rested up we were
lssued rifles, shrapnel helmets and
belts, and then started down the com:
munication trench, These trenches
are entrances to the fighting trenches
and run at varying angles and vary-
Ing distances apart. They are sel
dom wide enough to hold more than
one man, so yon have to march single
file In them. They wind in and out,
according to the lay of the land, some
parts of them belng more dangerous
than others. When you come to a
dangerons spot you have to crawl
somnetimes,

There are so many crogs trenches
and blind alleys that you have to have
n guide for a long time, because withe
out one you are apt tc walk through
an embrasure fn 8 fire trench and
right out into the open, between the
German front line and your own
Which {8 hardly worth while!

If any part of the line is under fire,
the guide at the bead of the line is on
the lookout for shells, and wnen he
henrs one coming he gives the signal
and you drop to the ground and walt
until it bursts. You never get all the
time you want, but at that you have
plenty of time to think about things
while you are lying there with you.
face In the mud, walting to hear the
sound of the explosion. When you
hear it, you know you have got at.least
one more to dodge. If you do not hear
it—well, most llkely you are worrying
more shout tuning your thousand
string harp than anything else,

Depew gets hie first experience
in the front line trenches at
Dixmude and learns how the
British Tommies *“arry on?”
He tells about It in ¥he next in-
stallment.

—
—_—

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

She Earned it.

My little daughter came In with a
penny. I asked her wheére she found
it, and she sald: “I earned it. Yoo
see, Carter enlled me a bad girl ana )
wns golng to fizght him, but he hud
rzome pennles, so I teld him if Lo
wonld give me a nenny I woulda't
fight bimm—and he did”

alt
'mmnm;:maﬂmetomhﬂn '
old ex-convict In the legion, and do it ||
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THE WINB way To nmmm
TION.

“Anybody who has ever mve!ed-

abroad and bas gone into the wine- '. '
mikibg countries will realize that

there is no drunkenness there” Thig

statement was made by Julius Kahn,

\} |"“”'”fi u':

representative in congress from Call-
fornia, at the hearing In thae senste
committee on the prohibition smend-
ment to the agricultural bill

And United States Senator James D, |

Phelan, from the snne state, sald that
“in wine-making countries there Is
conspicuous sobriety.”

Hear what | |

”Hn quit

Vance Thompson, author and jourgal- | JE%

ist and experienced traveler, says In

reply to the clalm that there I5 ne
drunkenness In southern Europe:
“He who mukes that statement
speaks out of deep lgnorance. He
has never dwelt In the villages of
Provence, or wandered over the wide
roads of Italy. You do not, I admit,

see so wild and manifest & drunken-

ness as in the harsh, northern, spirit-
drinking lands; but the southem
drinker, making up in quantity what
was wanting in the alcoholle strength
of his beverage, reaches the same
stage of physical” impairment, begets
the same poisoned offspring, dies In
the same kind of alecholic dissolution
—to use the technlcal phrase. His
moral corruption, ax his physical de-
generntion, Is slower in its progress;
but statisties must be piled hospltal-

high to show it reaches the same end.
- - Ll

“It was in my horoscope to watch
for 20 years the growth of the alcohol
hablt In France. 1 saw the nation
weary of the foo feeble Intoxicant of
wine and take to strong drigk, During
those years the drinking of alslnthe
nlone rose from an anoual consumfe
tion of 1,000,000 gallons to over 5,000,
000 gallons., The French race, with
dangerous deterioration, turned from
the slow polzon of wine to the flercer
and more active of aleohol poisons—to
the wilder alcohol of amers and abs
slnthes,

“With what fine spiritual energy,
born of battle-peril, France drew her-
gelf back from the abyss of racial de-
generntion, you shall see, but assureds
ly she was golng—even as the wine-
bo¥ I8 making for whisky drunkenness
—toward the aleoholic deterioration
which s nationnl deterioration, which
s nationnl death.

“Let there be no doubt about it; the
wine way to drunkenness is a way like
any other.”

FRENCH ANTI.ALCOHOL POSTER.

The following poster hos been used
in seme of the barracks of the French
army In promoting an educational
campalgn against the use of aleohol:
One who uses alcohol

Getsuleer of the stomach.

Gets phthisis,

Gets delirium tremens,

Gets a ward in an insane asylum,

Gets to prison.

Gets disgraced,
He further

Loses time,

Loses money.

Laoses intelligence,

Loses will-power.

Losés self-respect.

TAMFERING WITH THE PERSON-
AL LIBERTY OF OUR FOREIGN-
BORN CITIZENS.

We tamper with thelr personal Mb-
erty when we draft them for the army.
Take a man out of his home, make him
change the style of his clothing, as-
sign hours for his meals, drill him,
work Bim, control his habits, put him
on shipboard, send him fo the firing
line; and there make him fight and
possibly die, and yon atre tampering
with his personal liberty considernbly,

ALCOHOL A DEADLY POISON.

Joroner Bauer of Cinecinpatl the
other day retnrned a verdiet to the ef-
fect that John Lewis, three years old,
of that olty, “came to his death from
alcoholie poison accldentally adminis-
tered,”™  The examination 'in the case
hronght out the foet  that John'a
hrother Charles, eleven yeurs old, gave
him soveral spoonfuls of whisky to
cure his cough. The child died an hour
nfter he wits adwmitted to the geuernl
hospital.

EVEN ANTI-PROHIBITIONISTS!
“No, T don't belleve In proliibition,”
sald n lending capitalist and manufac
turer In o great state which went dry
at the Inst election.
nothing to do but to destroy the sa-
loon: and the liguor business. It had
grown 8o strong that no laws could be
enforeced agninst It Its pollticul poyw-
ers were becoming so great and (t
was so bold and eontemptuous that for
the sake of life and Nberty it had to

be wiped out,”

RESULTS OF PROHIBITION IN

DETROIT.

8. 8. Kresge of Detrolt, Mich,, told
the sennte committee on agricnlture
that there was not a single arrest for
drunkenness or accident, or theft In
Detrolt, a city of 800,000, on one day
ufter prohibition went into effect. Awn
rests  for drunkenness during tha
month of May In Detroit went down
from 3 802 in 1017 to 807 in 1018, Mous
doy absences at the Ford plant were
2,620 on the last wet Monday, 1,628 on

menmnmy.andl.wo‘mtmw. .
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FOHTY LANGUAGES IN CAMP

Necessity of One Tongue Has Renewed:
’ Efforts to Establish Schools J
for Immigrants,

Recently an agcurnte census was
taken concerning the different lan-
guages spoken by soldiers training In
Camp Devens, Mass,, which showed
that 40 langunges were spoken by the
men in that camp. There were 2,209
men whose habitual speech s French;
1,354 who speak Itallan, and S0 on
down to the relatively few who speak
Japanese, Serbian, Egyptian, Persian,
Assyrian, I'lemish and Arabic. Of spe-
clal Interest were the 625 men whq
gpenk German.

This Is just one solution to a puzzje
Hke that. There must be one langua
which all understand. and: of necess
that language ls Encl i

H-

system of schools to tench gvery imn
grant the English langunge.

In the co-operative efforts in whiel
the whole nation I8 engnged, such ¢
war and many other things, one lans
guage Is a necessity. Very little attens
tlon has been paid to that in the past, ©
but the ymportance of 1t Is belng recog- ©
nized among all classes of thinkerg at
the present time.—Omuaha World-Her-
ald.

Quite a Difference,

Bill Bashem was not o safe person
to deal with, On the contrary, heé
denlt with safes; but the lady visitor
te the slums was not to know this,

“So,” she said to Bill's little. son,
“they've put your father away for safd
lieeplng 1" & :

“Noh! Fer safe-breakin'!" replled
the grubby one, with n wink.

Peat and Chalk for Fuel.
Peat anud chalk are belng extensively "
usged for briqueting In Canada, ‘Suck = .

fuel has been found efficient and eéco-

nomical, = . L
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